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ent-ment (k»n-tent'n»nt) , n. [Fr. umlcnUment], 
i -state, quality, or fact of being contented. 2. 
—aic], a satisfying or being satisfied, 
lertnlnal (kon-tux'mi-n'I). adj. conterminous. „ 
& -Mni-noua (kon-tuVmi-nas) , adj. (L. contcrminus. 
_ing upon < com-, together + terminus, an end], 
living a common boundary at some point; con- 
is. 2. having the same boundaries or limits. 
_st (kan-test'; for »., kon'test), v.t. [Pr. cmtester, 
a test; L. tontesiari, to call to Witness, bring action 
cvjw-. together + testari, to bear witness < terfw, a 
ness], 1. to try to disprove or invalidate (some- 
' ' as by argument or legal action; dispute: as, 
J contest his father's will. 2. to fight for (ground, 
Military position, etc.); struggle to win or keep. 
) contend: struggle (with or against), n. 1. strife; 
_gle; conflict; fight. 2. verbal strife: controversy; 
ute. 3. any race, game, debate, etc in which there 
t struggle to be the winner. — SYN. see conflict, 
tpst an t (kon-tes'tont), n. [Pr.], a person who cou- 
nter competes in a contest. 

I^tn tion (kon'tes-ta'shon). n. [< Fr. v & L.; Pr. 
Qtitiioni L. contestatio < contestari], a contesting; 
*«; dispute. 

it (kon'tekst), n* [L. contextus; pp, of contexere, 
r ave together < com-, together + texerc, to weave), 
pie parts of. a sentence, paragraph, discourse, etc. 
rJoccur just before and after a specified word or 
age, and determine its exact meaning: as, it is un- 
Ho quote this remark out of its context. 2. the whole 
;ation, background, or environment relevant to some 
jp$)fening or personality. 

f tex»tu-al (ksn-teks'choTS-ol, kon-teks'ch6"5-ol) , adj. 
^connected with, or depending on the context. 
tt>textually (kon-teks'chdo-ol-i, kon-teks'chSo-al-i), 
M according to, or by referring to, the context, 
^tex ture (kan-teks'chSr. kon-teks'ch&r) , n. [Pr. < 
f contextus; see context], 1. a weaving together; 
Sncation. 2. an interwoven mass; fabric. 3. the way 
frhich a thing is put together; structure; composition, 
containing. 

J«gu«i-ty (kon'ti-gu'o-ti), n. [pi. contiguities 
£)), [Pr. coniiguiU; ML. contiguitas], 1. nearness or 
ajact. 2. [Rare], continuous mass or unbroken series, 
•tigu-ous (kon-tig / u-9s), adj. [L. contiguus, border- 
upon < base of contingere t to touch upon, border 
pa; see contingent], 1. in physical contact; touch - 
£ 2. near; adjoining. — SYN. see adjacent, 
utiguously (kan-tig'fi-as-li), adv. in such a way as 
we contiguous. 

bftin., 1. continued. 2. continuetur, [L.]', let it be 
"atinued. 

;tirience (kon'to-nons) , n. [ME.; OPr.; L. conti- 
iffa < Ppr. of continere: see contain), 1. self- 
Taint; moderation. 2. self-restraint in sexual- activ- 
t i especially, complete abstinence, 
i-ti-nen-cy (kon'ta-nan-si), 71. continence, 
i ti nent (kon'to-nont) , adj. (MB.; OPr. < L. con- 
ens, ppr. of continere; see contain], 1. self-restrained; 
operate. 2. characterized by self-restraint, especially 
Complete abstinence, in sexual activity. n. 1, 
tre], a thing that retains or contains something. 
|a large and extensive land mass; mainland, as dis- 
Bguished from outlying islands: now rare except in 
%;Continent. 3. any of the six largest land masses of the 
"1, conventionally regarded (with or without out- 
: islands) as units; Africa, Asia, Australia, Europe, 
h America, and South America: Antarctica is some- 
aes regarded: as the seventh continent: abbreviated 

|e Continent, the mainland of Europe; all of Europe 
Except the British Isles. 

iVd-nen-tal (kon'to-nen't'l), cd>*. 1. of a continent. 
Sometimes C-], of or characteristic of the Continent; 
Sopean. 3. [C-], of the American colonies at the time 
ge American Revolution, or of the States just after 
! n. 1. [usually C-l, a person living on the Con- 
Jit; European. 2. fC-J, a soldier of the American 
during the Revolutionary period. 3. a piece of 
'• money issued by the Continental Congress: it 
ne almost worthless before the end of the war, 
the phrase not worth a continental, worthless, 
lental Congress, either of two assemblies of 
ohtatives from the American colonies during the 
>lutionary period: the first was held in 1774 to 
i&s grievances against British colonial policy; the 
ad convened in 17 75, created the Continental army, 
^d the Declaration of Independence (1776) and the 
jjcles of Confederation (1778), and operated as the 
ativo body of the United States for several years, 
nental Divide, the ridge of the Rocky Mountains 
r Separates rivers flowing toward the Atlantic from 
s flowing toward the Pacific. 

nental shelf, the submerged shelf of land that 
t gradually from the exposed edge of a continent 



for a variable distance to the point* where the steep 
descent to the ocean bottom begins. 

con tin gen ce (kon-tin'jans), n. contingehcy. . 

con tin -gen cy (kan-tin'jan-si), n* [pt. opNTiNGBNfcris 
(-sii)l, [< L. contingjens], X. the quality or conditlpntbf 
berng contingent; dependence on chance or uncer- 
tain' conditions; uncertainty of occurrence. 3. some- 
thing whose occurrence depends on chance or uncertain 
conditions; possible, accidental, or chance event: as; be 
prepared for any contingency. 4. something incidental 
to another thing. —SYN.' see emergency. 

con- tin -gent (kan-tin'jant), adj. [L. contingens, ppr. of 
contingeret to touch* meet, happen < com-, together + 
tangere, to touch ; see contact], 1 . that may or may not 
happen; possible. 2. happening by chance; accidental; 
fortuitous. 3. dependent (on or upon something uncer- 
tain): conditional. 4. [Archaic], touching; tangential 
5. in logic, true only with certain conditions or contexts; 
not always or necessarily true. n. 1. an accidental or 
chance happening. 2. a share, . p r oportion, or quota, as 
of troops, ships, laborers, delegates, etc." 3; a group or 
body forming part of a larger on?. 

contingent fee, a fee of a lawyer or agent the amount 
or payment of which depends upon the outcome of . a 
particular litigation or transaction. 

con tln u a ble (kan-tin'u-a-bl), adj. that can * be 
continued. 

con tin u al (kan-tin'u-al), adj. [MB. continuele; Oft. 
continuel < L. continuus; see continue], 1. happen''— 
over and over again; repeated often; going on in raj 
succession. 2. continuous; going on uninterruptedly. 
S YN. — continual applies to that which recurs repeatedly or 
goes on unceasingly over a long period of time (continual 
atlnuc 



arguments) ; continuous applies to that which extends without 
interruption in either 
constant stresses 
occurrence or recurrence 



er space or time (a continuous expanse); 
uniformity, steadiness, or regularity so 
ence (the constant beat of the neart)j tn- 



— or timelessness (the eternal verities). 

— ANT. intermittent, interrupted. 

con tin u al ly (kon-tin'u-ol-i), adv. [MB. coniinueUiche; 
see continual a -Ly], 1. again and again; repeatedly 
and often. 2. all the time; without interruption. 

continuance (kon-tin'u-ens) , n. [MB.; OPr;; see 
continue], 1. a keeping up, going on, going on with,* 
or lasting (of an action, process, or state). 2, the tirne 
during which an action, process, or state lasts; duration. 

3. a remaining (in a place, position, or state); stay. 

4. an unbroken succession. 5. a continuation; sequel* 
6. in law, the postponement or adjournment of proceed- 
ings to a later .date. 

con-tin u ant (kan-tin'u-ont) , n. (< L. continuant, ppr. ; 



see continue], a speech sound that can be prolonged as 
long as the breath lasts, with no change in the quality 
of the sound: continuants are callecV fricatives (s, t, 
th [IPA el etc.). nasals (m, n. n). liquids (\, r); or 
vowels; distinguished from stop, 

con tin u a tion (kan-tin / a-fi / ahan), n. [OPr.; L. con- 
tinuotio < pp. of continuere: see continue], 1. a keep- 
ing up or going on without interruption; prolonged and 
unbroken existence or maintenance. 2. a taking up or 
beginning again after an interruption ; resumption: 3. a 

Sart or thing added to make stoe thing reach .further or 
1st longer; extension; supplement: sequel^ 
continuation school^ a school offering instruction in 
elementary and vocational subjects to adults who' wish 
to continue their education: classes' are held mainly 
in the evening, 
con- tln u a- rive <£en-tui / u-a" / tiv), - adj. [L. continuati- 
vus], I. continuing something. 2. in grammar, ex- 
pressing continuation, or sequel, as the subordinate 
clause in the sentence "I gave the check to the teller, 
who cashed it for me/' 

con* tin n a- tor (ken-tin'u-5'teT), n. a person who con- 
tinues something, as a literary work started by another - 
con tinue (kon-tinU). vJ. [continued (-Cd), CON- 
TlNUiNO^ {MB. conttnuen; OPr. continuer; L. contin- 
uere, to )om. unite, make continuous < continuus, con- 
tinuous < continere; see contain], 1. to remain* in 
existence or effect; last; endure: as, the war continued 
for five years. 2. to go on in a specified condition or 
course 01 action: as, we continued to let him have his 
way, she continued ailing. 3. to remain in the same 
place or position; stay: as, the chairman continued m 
office for another year. 4. to keep on; persist; persevere; 
as, we continued to demand our rights. 5. to go on again 
after an interruption: resume: as, after a sip of water, 
the speaker continued, v.t. 1. to go on with; carry on; 
keep up; persist in. 2. to carry further; extend. 3C to 
go on with (an activity, story, etc.) again after an'inter^ 
ruption; resume. 4. to cause to- remain ; keep : re tain V 
as, the people continued Roosevelt in office for four 
terms. S. in taw, to postpone or adjourn to a later date. 
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SYN. — continue Impliea a going on in a specified condition 
or course and stresses uninterrupted existence rather than 
duration; last stresses duration, either for the specified time, 
or. if unqualified, for a time beyond that which is usual; endure 
implies continued resistance to destructive influences or forces; 
abide is applied to that which remains stable and steadfast, 
especially fn contrast to that which is changing and transitory; 
persist implies continued existence beyond the expected or 
normal time.— ANT. stop, cease. 

continued fraction, a fraction whose denominator 
contains a fraction whose denominator contains a 

fraction, and so forth (e.g., J 

6 + 3 



8 + 4 

J+T - .). 
continued proportion, a series of three or more 

quantities with the same ratio between each two 

adjacent terms (e.g., 3,6,12,24). , 
continued story, a story t usually a novel, published in 

installments in a magazine or newspaper; serial, 
con tin u er (kan-tin'u-er). n. a person or thing that 

continues. 

con ti nu i ty (kon'ta-n6o'a-ti, kon'ta-nu'a : ti) . n. [pi. 
continuities (-tiz)], (Fr. continuiU; L. conttnuttas), 1. 
the state or quality of being continuous. 2. a contin- 
uous series or succession: unbroken, coherent whole. 
3. a written plan detailing the succession and con- 
nection of scenes in a motion picture. 4. in radio, 
a) a series of comments or announcements connecting 
the parts of a program, b) the script of a program. 

con tin u ous (kan-tin'ti-as), adj. [L. continuus; see 
continue], going on or extending without interruption 
or break; unbroken; connected. — SYN. see continual. 

con tin u um (kan-tin'u«am), n. [pi. continua (-a) J, [L., 
neut. of continuus], a continuous whole, quantity, or 

' series; thing whose parts cannot be separated or sep- 
arately discerned. , w ^ 

con- to (kon'to), n. [pi. contos (-toz)]. [Port., ht„ million 
< L. computus; see count (enumeration)], a money of 
account in Brazil and Portugal, formerly equal to 
1,000,000 reis, now equal to 1,000 cruzeiros in Brazil 
and 1,000 escudos in Portugal. 

con* tort (kan-torf). v.t. [< L. contortus, pp. of contor* 
autre, to whirl, twist < com-, together + torquere, to 
twist], to force out of shape by or as by twisting, bend- 
ing, wrenching, etc.; distort: as, a face contorted with 
anger. — SYN. see deform. 

con tor tion (kan-toVshan) , n. 1. a contorting or being 
contorted; distortion, especially of the face or body. 
2. a contorted condition, position, or shape. 

con tor tion ist (kan-toVshan-ist), n. a person who can 
contort his body into unnatural positions. 

con -tor- five (kan-tor'tiv), adj. of or characterized by 
contortion. 

con- tour (kon'toor), n. (Pr.; It. contomo < LL. con- 
tornore, to go around < L. com-, in tens. 4- tomare, to 
turn < twnus, a lathe < Gr. tomos, tool to make a 
circle with], 1. the outline of a figure, mass, land, etc. 
2. the representation of such an outline, v.t. 1. to 
make an outline of: represent in contour. 2. to con- 
struct (a road, etc.) in accordance with natural con- 
tours, adj. characterized by furrows along the natural 
contour lines so as to avoid erosion: as, contour farming. 
— SYN. see outline. 

contour feathers, feathers that form the surface 
plumage of a bird and determine the outer contour, 
apart from wings, tail, etc. 

contour Interval, the difference in elevation repre- 
sented by each of the contour lines on a map. 

contour line, 1. an imaginary line connecting all points 
of the same elevation on a part of the earth's surface. 
2. a line on a map. representing this line. 

contour map, a map showing the physical features of 
an area of land by 
means of contour lines. 

contr., 1. contract. 2. 
contracted. 3. contrac- 
tion. 4. contralto. 5. 
contrary. 6. contrasted. 
7. control. 8. controller. 

con tra (kon'tra), adv. 
(L.J, to the contrary; 
contrariwise, n. some- 
thing contrary or op- 
posite: abbreviated 
cont. 

con tra- (kon'tra), |< 
L. contra, against], a 
prefix meaning against, 
opposite, opposed to. 
contrary, as in contradict, contraceptive. 

con tra band (kon'tra-band') , n. [Sp. contrabanda, a 
smuggling; It. contr abando < contra-, against + bando < 
LL. oandum, bannum (see ban, proclamation) : first used 
in 16th c„ in reference to illicit trade with Sp. colonies], 
1. unlawful or prohibited trade. 2. goods forbidden by 
law to be imported and exported; smuggled merchan- 
dise. 3. contraband of war. 4. during the Civil War, 
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a Negro slave who fled to or was smuggled behaj 
Union lines or remained in territory captured b 
Union Army. adj. forbidden by law to be imp 
exported. 

con tra band ist (kon'tra-ban'dist), n. a peri 
trades in contraband goods; smuggler. 

contraband of war, goods essential to warfare, i 
munition, weapons, etc., which, according toi 
national law, may rightfully be intercepted and* 
by either belligerent when shipped to the other r 
a neutral country. 

con -tra bass (kon'tra-bas'), adj. [see contra 
having its pitch an octave lower 
than the normal bass; double-bass, 
n. an instrument or voice having 
the lowest bass tone; specifically, 
the largest and deepest-toned in- 
strument of the viol class; double 
bass. 

con -tra- bass- 1st (kon'tra-bS'sist), 

n. a person who plays the contrabass, 
con tra bae so (kon'tra-b&s'o) . n. 

[It. < L. contra, opposite + basso 

< bassus, low], a contrabass, 
contrabas-soon (kon'tra-ba- 

soon'). n. the double bassoon, which 

is larger than the regular bassoon 

and an octave lower in pitch, 
con-tracep-tlon (kon'tra-sep'shan). 

n. [contra- + conception], artificial „ 

prevention of the fertilization of the , 

human ovum: often called birth 

control. 

con tra cep tive (kon'tra-sep'tiv) , adj. of or u» 
contraception, n. any contraceptive device. 

con -tra- clock 'Wise (kon'tra-klok'wiz), adj. A 
counterclockwise. 

con •tract (kon'trakt; for v.t. I sometimes, and, /orj 
of v. always, kan-trakt'), n. [OFr. < L. contr actt 
drawing together; pp. of contr a here, to draw tog ' 
make a bargain < com-, together + trahere, to i 
1. an agreement between two or more people 
something: compact; covenant. 2. an agree 
usually written, enforceable by law. 3. a formal i _ 
ment of marriage or betrothal. 4. a document 
taming the terms of an agreement. 5. in bridp 
the verbal agreement made by the highest bidde 
make a number of tricks, b) the number of tricks 1 
he bids, c) contract bridge. Abbreviated contr., i 
v.t. [< L. contractus], 1. to enter upon, or under., 
by contract. 2. [Rare], to betroth. 3. to get; acqu 
incur: as, he contracted the disease. 4. to reduce, 
size; draw together; narrow: shrink: as, cold contra 
metals. 5. in grammar, to shorten (a word or phi 
by the omission of a letter or part, as in I'm, 
can't. vA. 1. to make a contract; agree forma 
as, we contracted for a new car. 2. to become redu 
in size or bulk; draw together; shrink; narrow. 
SYN. — contract implies a drawing together of surfaces! 
parts and a resultant decrease in sue, bulk, or extents! 
shrink is to contract so as to be short of the normal orf 
quired length, amount, extent, etc. (my shirts have shrt 
condense suggests reduction of something into a more < 
pact or more dense form without loss of essential cor 
{condensed milk); to compress is to press or squeeze inU 
more compact, orderly form (a lifetime's work compressed h 
one volume) \ deflate implies a reduction in size or bulk by < 
removal of air, gas. or in extended, use, anything insubstar* 
(to deflate a balloon, one's ego, etc). — ANT. expand, inflate 

contract bridge, a form of auction bridge in which on 
the number of tricks named in the contract may J 
counted toward a game, additional tricks being count 
as honors. 

con-tract-ed (kon-trak'tid), adj. [pp. of contract), 
reduced in size or bulk; drawn together: narrow* 
shortened; shrunken: abbreviated contr. 2. narrow 
in mental scope; narrow-minded; illiberal. 3. acqu 

con tract i bll i-ty (kan-trak'ta-bil'i-ti), n. the qua 
of being contractible. 

con* tract* 1-ble (kan-trak'ta-b'l), adj. that can 
contracted. 

con- trac- tile (kan-trak't'l, kan-trak'til), adj. 1. hav 
the power of contracting. 2. producing contraction. 

con trac til i ty (kon'trak-til'o-ti), n. [Pr. contr actilil 
see contractile], the ability to contract, or shrin 

con trac tion (kan-trak'shan), n. [Pr. : L. contractio), 
a contracting or being contracted. 2. the drawing 
and thickening of a muscle fiber or a muscle in action 
3. in grammar, a) the shortening of a word or phrase, 
by the omission of one or more letters or sounds (e.gl 
aren't for are not, dep't for department), b) a word ton 
resulting from this: abbreviated contr. 

con-trac tive (kan-trak'tiv), adj. 1. having the powe 
of contracting. 2. producing or tending to produo 
contraction. 3. of contraction. 

con-tractor (kon'trak-ter; also, and for 3 usually A 
kan-trak'ter), n. [LL.], 1. one of the parties to a 
contract. 2. a person who contracts to supply certain 
materials or do certain work for a stipulated sum; 
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